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Developing a Landing Page for Scientists on InformalScience.org
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Introduction: The CAISE BI+ISE Initiative

The Center for Advancement of Informal Science Education (CAISE) provides connectivity and
resources for those designing, implementing and evaluating informal science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) leaming activities. For the past several years, CAISE has been
exploring ways to connect informal STEM education institutionz, programz and projects with the
outreach and communication effortz of research scientizts. Specifically, CAISE has been focusing
on how to inform and support the broader impacts efforts of Mational Science Foundation-funded
research projectz. These effortz have been undertaken as part of a CAISE Broader Impacts +
Informal Science Education {BI+ISE) initiative, with researchers and education/public oufreach
directors as a key CAISE audience.

InformalScience.org: An Online Repository for the ISE Field

In June 2013, CAISE launched the new InformalScience.org website which serves as a
searchable repository for informal science education (ISE) resources. InformalScience. org provides
users with access to project descriptions, evaluation reports and instruments, learning research
and reference materals, and instructional materials and activities. There are cumrently about 8,300
resources available in the repository, collected and curated by CAISE in collaboration with a dozen
other profezsional ISE projects and websites.

The BI+ISE Convening

In November 2013, CAISE convened a group of informal STEM learming professionals, education
and public outreach specialists, and N5F Program Officers to discuss how CAISE could best
support broader impacts efforiz through informal science education strategies and collaborations.
The convening was informed by a report prepared by sfaff at Oregon State University's Center for
Fesearch on Lifelong STEM Learning on scientist percepfions and understandings of broader
impacts efforts, and how those efforts might leverage ISE.

Participants at the convening focused on three main areas: 1) how the InformalScience.org
metadata standard can betier reflectfzupport the scientistfoutreach audience, 2) collection
development policies and activities that CAISE might undertake to address the needs of these
audiences, and 3) sirategies for reaching these audiences, through marketing campaigns and/or
other fargeted communications.

One outcome of the convening was the design of a new "landing page” for scientists and their
educafion/public outreach/zcience communication colleagues. The page will have exemplars of
ISE projects, resources for planning and evaluating new projects {including identifying potential
ISE parinerz), and a searchable zet of resources organized by scientific discipline that site users
can use to quickly access and more easily navigate the repository.
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Developing the Landing Page

Throughout the winter and =pring of 2014, CAISE staff developed
and led a process of web design and curation of resources for the
page. CAISE initiative leaders identified existing components of the
site to be highlighted on the landing page, and CAISE cataloged and
curated examples to be added to the online repositony.

CAISE also organized a working group of content experis in this
area who provided new examples of projects, published rezearch,
evaluation reports, ingtructional materialz and activities, and other
resources to be added to the repository and highlighted on the
landing page.

Next Steps: How to Get Involved

Ower the next few months, CAISE will be adding new
resources to the landing page search function. We are alzso
working with our evaluators at Invemess Research fo test
uzakbility of the site, and will be making changes based on that
uzer feedback.

To make this site more useful over time, we need more
examples of projectz and rezources. Pleaze join
InformalScience.org o contribute.
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